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OLD OAK TREE

ON LAST LIMB

MCLEAN COUNT Y

Second arraignment
scheduled to occur
Maximum time
of 36 years in jail
possibility for driver
By Nike Ogunbodede
Editor-in-Chief

SE TH SCHROEDER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

A bur oak stands to the east of Old Main. It is estimated to be over 300 years old and is dying after being struck by lightning 10 years ago. Half of the tree is in bloom while the other half does not produce
buds or leaves.

Tree’s struggle for life
Lightning strike
caused damage
to root system
By Tim Deters
Managing Editor

A 300-year-old bur oak tree on
the east side of Old Main that has
stood as an icon of Eastern for decades is struggling to survive.
The whole eastern half of the tree
is dead, said Eastern grounds Superintendent Justin Perry, and he said
the situation creates unique challenges to the tree and campus.
Perry said a lightning strike to

the tree about 10 years ago mostly likely caused damage to the tree’s
root system.
The lightning created a split in
the tree, but system damage did not
begin to show until 2001 when the
tree’s leaves began to brown.
Root stimulant was given to the
tree in hopes that the damage could
be limited or reversed, but the damage was done, Perry said.
With half of the tree dead, there
are concerns that the tree might
pose a risk to public safety, Perry
said.
He said as the east side of the tree
begins to decay, the branches of the
tree might begin to break off.
To prevent possible risks to safe-

ty, branches less than 6 inches in diameter will be cut from both sides
of the tree.
Perry explained that branches
will be cut from both sides of the
tree to maintain the tree’s balance
and to limit stress on the trunk.
Also, the thinner branches are
going to be cut because they are
most likely to break off in a storm
or under snow and ice.
Although every effort is being
made to limit further damage to
the tree and to ensure it can survive,
Perry said it is uncertain how much
longer the tree can live with how
much stress it has been through.
TREE, page 5

Tree cloning attempted
By Seth Schroeder
News Editor

With the death of the oak tree
by Old Main appearing imminent, one Eastern professor is
looking to clone the tree and create a genetic copy.
Biology professor Henry Owen
said he hopes to recruit students
in the fall to help him research the
best method of cloning the over
300-year-old bur oak.
He said he brought up the idea
to the president’s council in June
when they met to discuss future
plans for the dying tree.
While facilities planning and
management intends to grow new

trees from the oak’s acorns, Owen
said these new trees would not be
genetically identical.
The current tree will likely
eventually need to be removed.
When this happens, Owen said
they could possibly plant one of
its clones in the same spot.
“If we can do it I don’t see why
we shouldn’t,” he said. “It would
be as if the tree never died.”
Owen said he has not seen evidence of anyone having tried to
clone this particular species of tree
before, but he said he is encouraged because other types of oaks
have been successfully cloned.
“I’m hopeful that we can regen-

erate it based on what I’ve seen in
the literature,” Owen said.
He said there are multiple
methods that can be used to clone
the oak.
These include a more traditional method of planting cuttings
from the tree as well as growing a
clone in vitro using tissue culture.
Owen said both methods of
cloning could have issues, especially since this particular oak is not
an ideal subject.
He said the fact that the tree
is stressed, very old and made of
wood all add to the difficulty of
cloning it.
CLONING, page 5

A brief arraignment for the
23-year-old Bloomington woman
whose car allegedly hit Eastern senior Lauren Leffler, 21, took place
July 6 and is scheduled to continue
on July 13.
Katie Lawson appeared in court
at 9 p.m. and was charged with aggravated driving under the influence in an accident that caused
death, failure to report an accident
involving a death and leaving the
scene of an accident that involved
personal injury.
Each of the counts are classified under different classes of felonies that will involve a range of prison sentences, said Matt Banach, the
assistant to the McLean County
State’s Attorney.
Count two and three, failure to
report an accident involving a death
and leaving the scene of an accident
involving personal injury, could be
individually served consecutively to
count one, Banach said.
Illinois statutes determine that
when a fatal DUI accident occurs
and one party leaves the scene that
the sentence should be served consecutively to count one.
Banach said the third count also
lists Leffler’s friend Nicholas Jefferson, who was crossing the street
with her when they were hit by a
car that ran a red light, as a victim.
As reported by The Pantagraph,
in a statement read by McLean
County Assistant State’s Attorney
Jennifer Patton, Bloomington police
officers reported hearing a woman
in the apartment crying and saying
“It’s my fault.”
Prior to apprehending Lawson,
a man opened her apartment door
telling officers that he was the one
driving her vehicle at the time of
the accident, Patton said.
Leffler and Jefferson were both
taken to Advocate BroMen Medical
Center—Leffler was pronounced
brain dead at 1:25 p.m. on June 24
while Jefferson was released shortly after.
“(Count three) factually overlaps with count two so you really wouldn’t resolve count two and
count three—you’d either have one
or the other,” he said.
Lawson has not entered a formal
plea of guilty or not guilty, but Banach said he expects her to enter an
initial plea of not guilty.
“In 99.9 percent, if not more so,
of all cases the defendant initially enters a plea of not guilty while
they give their attorney time to review the evidence against them,”
he said. “So whatever decision she

Leffler Timeline

June 24

2 a.m.- Lauren Leffler, 21,
and Nicholas Jefferson were
crossing Washington Street
in Bloomington when they
were struck by a car.
The person in the car drove
away.
2 a.m. Leffler and Jefferson
rushed to Advocate BroMen
Medical Center.
9 a.m.- Katie Lawson, 23, arrested by Bloomington police officers at her apartment.
1:25 p.m.- Leffler declared
brain dead. Her family opts
for organ donation.

June 25

Associate Judge Bill
Yoder sets Lawson’s bond at
$250,000.

June 26

McLean County Coroner
Beth Kimmerling conducts
Leffler’s autopsy and attributes her death to severe
head injuries.
Toxicology tests ordered.

June 28

2 p.m.- Leffler’s family has a
visitation ceremony.

June 29

10 a.m.- Leffler’s funeral
takes place.

July 6

Lawson arraignment takes
place. Arraignment continuation set for July 13.

July 13

9 a.m.- Second Lawson arraignment scheduled to
take place.
makes on her arraignment date may
be different than any position she
may (have) in the future.”
Banach said Lawson is currently
being defended by a lawyer appointed by the McLean County Public
Defender’s office.
Associate Judge Rebecca Foley, who hears all felony of McLean
County’s DUI cases, will most likely be the one overseeing the case, he
said.
After the arraignment, the case
will be brought to the McLean
County Grand Jury for indictment.
The case is still under investigation.
Nike Ogunbodede can
be reached at 581-2812
or ovogunbodede@eiu.edu.
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EIU weather
TODAY

Mostly Sunny
High: 82°
Low:64°

WEDNESDAY

OUTSIDE THE BUBBLE

Mostly Sunny
High: 85°
Low: 60°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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Production Staff
Night Chief ................................................................................... Nike Ogunbodede
Lead Designer/Online Production ...................................................... Tim Deters
Copy Editors/Designers/Online Production ..........................................................
About
The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of Eastern Illinois
University. It is published daily Monday through Friday, in Charleston, Ill.,
during fall and spring semesters and twice weekly during the summer
term except during university vacations or examinations. One copy per
day is free to students and faculty. Additional copies can be obtained
for 50 cents each in the Student Publications Office in Buzzard Hall.
The Daily Eastern News is a member of The Associated Press, which is entitled to exclusive use of all articles appearing in this publication.
Comments / Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you believe your information is relevant.
Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its coverage of the
news. Any factual error the staff finds, or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected as promptly as possible. Please report any factual error you find by e-mail, phone, campus mail or in person.

Performers thrown curve
Bubbles wake
Doudna crowd
By Marcus Smith
Online Editor

“Wake up, Sleepyheads!” the
children proclaimed in unison at
the start of the performance of
Bubble Time Friday in the Dvorak Concert Hall in the Doudna
Fine Arts Center.
Performer Casey Carle said
this was a truly unique reaction
to the opening of the show he
performs with Doug Rougeux,
the other half of Bubble Time.
“We were a little concerned
at the top, just a little bit, when
the kids were screaming for
us to wake up. We’ve never experienced that before, and we
couldn’t even hear our own musical cues,” Carle said.
He said the reactions from
the children surprised them, but
they just stuck to the script and
the rest was like riding a bicycle.
“At that moment it was like
this isn’t going to be the show
we planned, but we stuck to our
guns and (in the end) we did the
show we planned,” Carle said.
Carle said the present act developed from years of perform-

ing as “bubble artist,” dating
back to the ’80s, when he said
there were only about six bubble
art performers in the world.
Carle said the Bubble Time
act is a unique bubble show because they incorporate conflict,
slap-stick comedy and music to
produce a “circus.”
Marshall Lassak, an audience
member, said his family’s favorite
part was being able to see large
bubbles.
Lassak brought his children
Haylee and Tanner to the performance.
The bigger bubbles were made
with the use of body-mounted fans and plastic rings to help
Carle and Rougeux create human-sized bubbles.
Carle said seeing the reactions
from the grandparents’ faces was
his favorite.
“I was looking out there and
grandparents were acting like
kids,” Carle said.
He said all the audiences are
suppose to look like this one because this show has been targeted to all ages.
Carle said they try and incorporate a lot of objects to blow
bubbles with in their show and
have to sometimes modify these
items.

“ That’s one of the things
about bubble performance, there
isn’t stuff out there you can necessarily just go out there and
get,” Carle said. “And if there is
you usually have to adapt it to be
better than what it needed to be
to sell it on a toy market.”
They both said trips to the
store are not what they used to
be.
“There have been many moments in my life when I wander
through a store and I try to flip
the switch in my brain,” Rougeux said. “What would happen
if that went into the soap?”
Carle said he now looks a
things differently when he is in
stores.
“When you look at those expanding spheres, those were a
science toy,” he said. “No one in
the world had used for bubbling
prior to our work... It was one of
those things that I saw and instantly knew its potential was
there.”
Carle also said they have to
consider the wind movement
around the stage for their performances.
There was more breeze downstage than he would have liked,
but he said it turned out to cause
him no problems in the end.

“ With a 100 degrees during the day, we thought the air
conditioning would need to be
cranked up and would be pushing our bubbles all over the
place,” Rougeux said.
He said the Doudna Fine Arts
Center staff used variable speed
air conditioning to solve this
problem.
Dwight Vaught, director of
the Doudna Fine Arts Center,
said there is a committee that
suggested there be a fun family
show for the summer, so he mentioned this act because he has
worked with Bubble Time’s agent
when booking other acts.
Rougeux said it takes around
90 minutes to clean up after a
show.
“This place has been great
providing us with workers, but
we do ask for a crew wherever
we go,” Rougeux said. “We never know what we are going to
get, but when we came here we
got excellent help from Dwight
and Mike and everybody in the
whole crew here.”

Marcus Smith can
be reached at 581-2812
or masmith6@eiu.edu.
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News Editor
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Abolt takes over as student body president
By John Downen
Opinions Editor

Eastern’s student body is one of
diversity and variety.
Representing the entire student
body necessitates many levels of interaction both on and off the university’s campus.
Kaci Abolt seems to understand
the multiplicity of Eastern students
well. Abolt’s commitment to the
university finally paid dividends on
July 1, when she officially took over
the office of the student body president.
Abolt, a senior communications
study major, has been an active participant in various programs during
her tenure at Eastern.
As a sophomore, Abolt was directly involved in the university’s student government program, serving
as a Student Senate member for two
semesters.
However, Abolt said she was
forced to resign as a Senator after
her appointment as the vice president for student affairs.
Abolt served as the university’s vice president for student affairs during the 2011-12 school year,
and she said the experience helped
to prepare her for her role as student
body president this year.
“Being on the executive board
for a year definitely helped me,” she
said.
Despite the many experiences as
the vice president for student affairs, Abolt said she learned the most
valuable lessons through the university’s Debut and Prowl programs.
“I was a Debut leader for two
years and a Prowl specialist after that,” she said. “I really enjoyed
working with Prowl. It helped me
see how a team works, as well as
how to run meetings and get things
done.”
Abolt has also been involved in
the Greek community since her
freshman year.
As a member of the Alpha Gamma Delta sorority on campus, Abolt
said she served as her chapter’s vice
president of finance for a year and
has been active in the Greek life
since coming to Eastern.
Following her nomination for
the office of student body president,
Abolt said she was required to complete a petition of 100 signatures

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Kaci Abolt took over the position of student body president on July 1. Abolt served as vice president for student affairs during the 2011-12 school year
and is active member of Greek life as a member of the Alpha Gamma Delta sorority. Abolt said she wants to begin using the online portal OrgSync for
registered student organizations and to revitalize the Student Supreme Court.

from around campus in order to be
placed on the ballot.
Abolt said she campaigned for
election with the PULSE party, a
governmental party run by fellow
student government hopefuls.
“There wasn’t a lot of competition—not as big a turnout as we had
hoped, but having the support of
other candidates in student government helped,” Abolt said.
“The PULSE Party is not official. We only work together for elections,” Abolt said. “It’s not an actual political party, and we don’t vote
on things based on the party. It just
gets us all on the same page for elec-

tions.”
Abolt said because Eastern’s student government program is meant
to resemble actual governments, her
appointment as student body president did not take effect until the
beginning of the new fiscal year on
July 1.
Abolt said the transition between
her two offices was easy: “I just had
to move offices,” she joked.
However, with her tenure as student body president officially underway, Abolt said her first priority is
filling the many different appointments for the university’s advisory
board.

“There are almost 30 positions on
the board, and most only meet once
a month,” Abolt said. “Hopefully we
can get our website back up and fill
those spots before they start in August.”
Abolt also said she wants to start
using OrgSync, an online portal for
student organizations.
Abolt said the program is userfriendly, but costly.
“It’s really expensive, so we have
to get support from the community. But I think it’s great for student
groups,” Abolt said.
Outside of implementing OrgSync on campus, Abolt said she

hopes to be more visible as an executive office.
She said she wants to revitalize
the Student Supreme Court, a defunct organization last year.
As for her largest goal, Abolt simply said she wants to improve student government.
“It’s crazy that we have open Senate seats every year,” she said. “My
number one priority is making sure
each organization is always doing
something, and going in a positive
direction.”
John Downen can
be reached at 581-7942
or DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Water supplies not of concern; crops in trouble
By Tim Deters
Managing Editor

Despite a lack of summer rainfall
in the Charleston area, local water
officials are not worried about water supplies, but concerns persist for
crops.
Coles County received .95 inches of rain in June and is currently
in a moderate drought, said Cameron Craig, an Eastern geographer.
He said that the county is currently 7 inches below normal rainfall
amounts.
Even though there was a quick
rain shower on Sunday, Craig said
there was not enough rain and that
it fell too quickly to make a difference. Longer-lasting, soaking rain
showers are what the area needs so

that the ground can have the time
to absorb the water and be taken in
by crops and other plants.
Craig expects Coles County to
enter a severe drought status if more
long-lasting, soaking rain showers
do not enter the area in the next
two weeks.
Curt Beusher, director of public works in Charleston, said that
as of July 3, the water level of Lake
Charleston was down 1 inch below
normal. He said Lake Charleston
can hold up to a year-and-a-half ’s
worth of water supply and that water level does not become a concern
until the lake is down 5 feet.
L a k e C h a r l e s t o n’s w a t e r i s
pumped from the Embarras River. Mayor John Inyart said that the
river is currently running strong be-

“Corn is in
serious trouble.
Farmers are a
little on-edge.”
Cameron Craig,
Eastern geographer

cause of rainfall in Northern Illinois
and Indiana, the source of the Embarras River’s water.
Donna Beals, manager of Clear
Water Service Corp. in Mattoon,
said water supplies are sufficient
and her main concern right now is
water pressure and water quality.
Clear Water operates six wells

west of Mattoon that serve over
2,450 households and businesses in
rural Mattoon and Charleston.
Beals explained Clear Water normally operates two or three of the
wells that produce the best quality
water. However, as water pressure
drops because of dwindling supply
from rain, Clear water must bring
additional wells online that have
lesser water quality and contain elements such as iron and sulfur.
Beals said that while water supply
is not a concern, Clear Water has
begun operating four pumps and
has recommended their customers
cut back on unnecessary water usage, such as watering lawns, to try
and maintain water pressure.
Even though water supplies are
not of concern to local officials,

Craig said that crops are at high risk
because of the drought.
Craig explained that many fields
of corn are struggling and that the
lack of water is causing crops to mature at very slow rates. He said that
corn fields should already be tasseling and pollinated by now, but
many fields are barely to this point
in maturation.
“Corn is in serious trouble,” he
said. “Farmers are a little on-edge.”
Craig said he does not expect the
necessary rain to help crops to come
any time soon.
“The forecast is not very good,”
he said.
Tim Deters can
be reached at 581-2812
or tadeters@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

In face of tragedy,
content of one’s
character is shown
Over the years, Eastern students have
been forced to confront tragedy at an
incredibly unjust rate.
As college students, we are on the thin
cusp between adolescence and adulthood,
and though we may act, study and engage
like true adults, at the end of the day, we’re
still just kids, and no person, let alone kid,
should be forced to bury a friend.
Yet all too often, both Eastern and the
surrounding community must do exactly that.
As aspiring journalists, the staff of The
Daily Eastern News must tiptoe an incredibly thin line between informing the student
body and showing compassion in the face
of tragedy.
Objective writing is the crux of our
craft—as reporters, we often sacrifice our
own ideals and opinions for the sake of
remaining fair.
But when tragedy does inevitably strike,
objective writing seems cold, even inhumane.
It’s difficult to report the death of a
fellow student with the same balanced
approach one would take when covering a
city council meeting.
But while it may sometimes pain us to
do so, we have an obligation to objectivism.
However, twice a week, our staff is
allowed to abandon balanced reporting and
give a true, sincere stance on some issues
affecting our lives.
In the face of Eastern’s most recent tragedy, as friends, family and the community alike mourn the loss of Lauren Leffler, it
was innately difficult to not take a stance.
Weeks after the tragedy, it seems only
appropriate that we, as a publication, discuss her life with true sincerity, and outside
the limitations of objectivism.
Our staff is comprised by diverse individuals, some of who knew Lauren Leffler
on a personal level. Others knew her friends
or family, and were equally stricken by her
passing.
As a staff, we refrained from inserting into our stories any emotion or stance,
and as we watched the Eastern community
come together in support, it was difficult to
remain faithful to objectivism.
However, with coverage of the tragedy
passed, it finally seems appropriate to offer
our deepest and most sincere condolences
to the friends and family of Lauren Leffler.
While many on our staff were not personal friends of Lauren, we’ve all seen the
true content of her character in the unwavering support of her friends and family.
Of the many people we interviewed following Lauren’s death, almost every individual offered one common phrase that seemed
to encapsulate her life: “She was just a beautiful person.”
Though that fact does not alter the past,
it seems a fitting tribute to a person who,
from our experience as a staff, was loved
and adored by many.

The DAILY
EASTERN NEWS
“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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Tim Deters
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The daily editorial is the majority opinion
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern
News.

Fall festival would be a win-win

On July 3, Red, White & Blue Days took over
Morton Park, funded by donations from local
businesses and the Charleston Tourism fund.
The event brought big-name singer Jake Owen
and included food vendors and sales booths. It
was a great time and even though I cannot claim
to have ever been a country music fan, I walked
away thinking it was a great show. After all, how
often does a country singer rap “Rack City”?
As the event ended I found myself wondering
why a festival this well planned only occurs during the summer.
I understand it’s a celebration of the Fourth
and American independence, but it seems
Charleston lacks any kind of festival in the fall.
The event brought together Charleston residents and Eastern students. While the students
are not in the city as often, they still have a strong
presence in the community and are counted as
residents by the government.
With the added student population in the fall,
a festival would be a great opportunity to bring
the entire community together.
Morton Park is a great venue, and the surrounding roads could be blocked off to make
room for more vendors and businesses to come

Tommy Nierman
in. They would pay to be at the festival, ultimately helping fund the event.
In Chicago, street festivals like this are very
popular and often have a charity that gets volunteers to help work the event and ask for donations
at the same time.
All it really needs is the support of the community and a dedicated group of committee members, hopefully comprised of people who come
from both the college and Charleston, to organize it.
This potential festival could provide benefits
for both Charleston and Eastern—a win-win situation. Charleston gains a new event that can
hopefully match the success of Red, White &
Blue days.

It could also bring in money through tourism and taxes and bring positive media attention
to Charleston. Eastern gains an event that, unlike homecoming would not be entirely on their
shoulders.
It would give students something to do and
a show to attend (with no concert last spring, a
show was missed). Students would have the opportunity to get involved, gain experience, and
volunteer.
A fall festival would be an opportunity for
Charleston and Eastern community members to
come together to have a good time and enjoy a
great event.
Outside of sporting events, there has always
seemed to be a bit of separation between Charleston and Eastern. This festival would be the first
step in breaking down that wall.
After all, whether here for four years (or five,
or six) or your entire life, you are a member of
the community—a community that, on July 3,
showed it loves having a good time and watching
a great show.
Tommy Nierman can be reached at 581-7942 or
ar tgnierman@eiu.edu

FROM THE EASEL
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From civil discourse to certain disaster
May your days be few. May your children be fatherless, your wife a widow.
May a creditor seize all you have, and strangers
plunder the fruits of your labor.
May your descendants be cut off, their names
blotted from the next generation. May no one extend kindness to you, or take pity on your fatherless children.
May you not storm into the offices of The Daily Eastern News, ready to pummel my face in, for I
am only making a point.
The above is a paraphrased reading of Psalms
109:8, and my manipulation of it should anger
you. After all, who am I to wish such extravagant
misfortune on you and your family?
I do not, nor would I ever, yearn for such horrors. I may not agree with you, like you, or even
know you. But regardless of our relationship, I
can assure you my respect. To respect a complete
stranger is to blindly trust the morality of their
character—a feat vital to coexistence.
Admiration should be earned. Respect, however,
should be mutual, flourishing outside the boundaries of creed, color and belief. Discourse should not
dilute respect, nor should dissention define us.
In a democracy, respectful disagreement is necessary. Had great Americans not at one point disagreed, progress would not exist. As I’ve slowly cultivated a political conscience over the last few years,
I’ve realized that solutions are often multi-faceted—rarely is there only one correct way of accomplishing things.

John Downen
The Bush years tested this theory. To say I disagreed with G.W. Bush would be a massive understatement. However, I always respected the president for one simple fact: he was the president.
I had little respect for President Bush’s policies,
but I respected the complexity of his office, and
when President Obama took office in 2008, I expected such civilized discourse would continue.
It did not.
With November approaching, I began looking
at the president’s tenure and found that civil discourse died years ago. Granted, I was an adolescent
during Bush’s reign as POTUS, so my perceptions
might be naïve.
However, I’m not trying to point fingers at either side of the political spectrum—I’m merely
saying that disagreement does not necessitate unfounded hatred or ill-wishing.
I referenced that passage of Psalms for a reason—labeled “The Obama Prayer,” the verse was
adopted by the extreme right as a call to action
against the president.

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to the Opinions
Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.
The DEN’s policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially harmful.
They must be less than 250 words.

To me, such an adoption shows a gross disrespect for the president, even a threat against his
family.
The blatant disrespect for the POTUS does
not end there, though. When Congressman Joe
Wilson shouted“You lie!” during one of Obama’s
speeches to Congress, I thought we’d found a tipping point.
I thought the same when Donald Trump’s
“birther” movement found footing, when Bill
O’Reilly interrupted the President 48 times in a 15
minute interview, and when a “journalist” began
shouting at the President halfway through a speech
on Capitol Hill two weeks ago.
Sadly, political discourse has transformed into
personal contempt, and there’s no end in sight.
As a country, we need to revisit childhood lessons about respect, and realize that disagreement is
never an excuse for hatred, especially when the target is America’s highest elected office.
Hopefully, such extremism will subside after the
upcoming election, and America will regain a basic respect for the president of the United States,
whether he be the Mormon governor from Massachusetts or the state senator from Illinois.
A return to civility would do wonders for our
country, and regardless of who wins this year’s election, the revival of effective discourse should be
America’s top priority.
John Downen can be reached at 581-7942
or at DENopinions@gmail.com

Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN at 1811
Buzzard Hall.
Letters may also be submitted electronically from the author’s EIU e-mail address
to DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Beat the heat!

SETH SCHROEDER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Sabel Kassa, a graduate student studying business, walks in the Library Quad with an umbrella to keep the sun’s rays off of her. “I always carry my umbrella because I don’t want to get tanned,”
Kassa said.

CLONING, from page 1
“It’s a challenge,” Owen said.
“What we do may not work. If I
could guarantee it I wouldn’t call it research.”
He said planting cuttings of the
oak would involve applying rooting
powder to the cut in order to encourage root growth.
Working with tissue culture, however, could have several advantages
over working with cuttings, he said.
These include using less plant material, storing more specimens in a
smaller space and lack of pests.
Owen said tissue culture is one of
his areas of expertise and the first step
is to find the best way of disinfecting
the specimens used.
Because this method of cloning is
a form of micropropagation, Owen
only needs to use small samples of the
tree such as buds or leaves. He said
these usually only need to be disinfected on the surface, but the challenge comes from killing the contaminants without killing the sample.
Owen said it is very important for
samples to be disinfected because the
tissue culture process also encourages the growth of bacteria and fungal
contaminants. When these grow rapidly, they can easily overwhelm and
kill the plant sample.
He said because the oak is a woody
plant, it is much more likely to have
numerous contaminants.
The age of the tree will also make
other parts of the cloning process
more difficult as well, Owen said.
After finding the right method of
disinfecting the samples, Owen said
he will then need to find the best way
to rejuvenate the sample’s cells.
While each cell of the tree has all

the information needed to make a
new oak, he said they are too specialized and they need to be more general, such as juvenile plant cells.
Owen said this is often achieved by
adding in different plant hormones
to the tissue culture, but it becomes
more difficult with older cells.
“They’re set in their ways, so to
speak,” he said.
Owen said some of the synthetic hormones needed for this process
can be expensive. To help pay for materials, he said he is applying for funds
from the Council on Faculty Research.
While the deadline for the application is Sept. 5, Owen said he is not
sure how long it takes the council to
determine who is a recipient.
He said he hopes to find out as
early as possible because the research
must be done around the timetable of
the tree. It would not be possible to
start in winter because of the lack of
samples, he said.
“The best time to work on this
would be March or April,” Owen
said. “Academically speaking, that’s
probably the worst time.”
He said if he and the students potentially involved are capable of creating an identical copy, their ultimate
goal would be publishing their results.
“I’m probably jumping the gun
here, but if we create multiple clones,
maybe we could sell them,” Owen
said. “Hey, would you like your own
version of the tree by Old Main?”
Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.
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TREE, from page 1
To keep the tree’s genetic legacy
going, Henry Owen, professor of
biological science, is attempting to
clone the tree with stems.
In 2011, Perry collected approximately 50 acorns from the tree,
about 30 of which have sprouted.
Perry said plans for what to do

with the saplings are still uncertain, but possibilities include selling
them or planting them elsewhere on
campus.
Tim Deters can
be reached at 581-2812
or tadeters@eiu.edu.

THE COMPETITION

Advertise in the DEN
Call 581-2816

Free Copiers! That’s right, take a look at this...
Watts Copy Systems is having an outstanding Watts Copier event
Free Copier including all service and supplies*
All service calls
All parts and labor
All supplies *except paper and staples if applicable
All delivery, set up and training
Need a copier for your home or business?
Copiers serviced professionally by SHARP Platinum Level Technicians.
Watts Copy Systems was recently awarded
the highest level of SHARP Service

For further information
call our Mattoon office,
at 217 381-7812,
and ask for Eric Huddlestun

C LASSIFIEDS
Help wanted
Brian's place sports bar/steakhouse
needs part-time server, must be 21, apply in person, 2100 Broadway Mattoon
234-4151
__________________________7/12
Macs' Uptowner hiring all positions,
apply in person at 623 Monroe after 4
p.m.
__________________________7/17
Great summer income! The Avon Opportunity. Call me today! Only $10
startup. Marlene Browning. 217-2356634 or avonbymarlene@yahoo.com
__________________________7/19

$$

Services Offered

In home preschool for 2 and early
3-year-olds, teacher instructed, age appropriate curriculum,
call 217-549-6444
__________________________7/10

Roommates
3 BR apt. 2 roommates wanted. $360
per month. Fall 2012-Spring 2013.
Courtyard on 9th Free Tanning.
Call 708-979-4039 or Facebook
Lexi Olinger.
__________________________7/19
1 Roommate needed for 6 bedroom, 2
bath house. Available August 1st.
$325/month. Close to campus, 9th St.
No Pets. 708-612-2674, 217-345-5037
__________________________7/19

Sublessors
Sublease for female, available 7-15-12,
$350 pr. mo. 1 furnished BR in 3 BR
unit. Close to campus in Youngstown.
217-549-7597.
__________________________7/19

For rent
5 BEDROOM, 2 BATHROOM HOUSE ON
12TH CLOSE TO CAMPUS. A/C, WASHER/DRYER, DISHWASHER. $350/PERSON (217) 276-8191.
PILOT410@HOTMAIL.COM
__________________________7/12
Now leasing 3BDR apartment for 2-3
students, close to campus and the
bookstore. trash included.
call 217-276-6518.
__________________________7/19
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath house, for 2. Eastern, grocery, & restaurants close.
No pets. 217-721-4203
__________________________7/19
2 BR apt, 1/2 block to Lantz, includes
cable, internet @ $325/person.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489,
Jim Wood, Realtor
__________________________7/19
3 BR apartment for 3 @ $350 plus utilities. Next to EIU, furnished, w/d, dishwasher, a/c. www.woodrentals.com,
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor,
345-4489.
__________________________7/19
1 person apt. includes cable, internet,
water, trash @ $440/month.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489,
Jim Wood, Realtor.
__________________________7/19
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor, over
20 years experience. 345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________7/19
4 bdr apt for rent, water & trash pd
call 217-345-3754
__________________________7/19
Newly remodeled 1 & 2 bdr apts. Water
& trash pd. call 217-345-3754
__________________________7/19
For rent: 2/3 bdr townhouses, 2 1/2
baths, w/d, walking distance to EIU.
call 217-345-3754
__________________________7/19

For rent
1 bedroom apartment East of campus.
217-345-5832, rcrrentals.com
__________________________7/19
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath house, NEW with
washer and dryer, dishwasher, very
close, 1013 Cleveland. 217-345-9595
EIUStudentRentals.com
__________________________7/19
Available 2012 1-2 bedroom apartments. Cathedral ceilings, new ceramic and laminate flooring, leather furniture, full-sized beds, PC workstations.
Lincoln St. location. For additional information call 217-317-0701.
__________________________7/19
3 BR apt. 2 roommates wanted. $360
per month. Fall 2012-Spring 2013.
Courtyard on 9th Free Tanning.
Call 708-979-4039 or Facebook
Lexi Olinger.
__________________________7/19
Nice 3 Bedroom house 1038 9th close
to campus. Large back yard, W/D, Dishwasher, lawncare provided. 250/student. 217-690-4976
__________________________7/19
Now Renting for Fall 2012 1-4 bedroom. Rent now and get 1 month free.
Call 345-2467.
__________________________7/19
3, 4 Bedroom houses, close to campus,
w/d, d/w, 217-273-2292, $250/$300
per person
__________________________7/19
Available August 1, 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath
home, trash and yard service provided,
217-345-5037
__________________________7/19
Available August 1, 4-5 Bedroom, 2
Bath, trash and yard service,
217-345-5037
__________________________7/19
FALL 2012-VERY NICE 4 & 5 BEDROOM
HOUSE ON 12TH STREET CAMPUS
SIDE. AWESOME LOCATION. LARGER
BEDROOMS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER,
DISHWASHER, LAWN SERVICE INCLUDED. (217) 549-9348.
__________________________7/19
Renting NOW! 1,2,&3 bedrooms, Park
Place, Royal Heights. Close to campus!
www.tricountymg.com. 348-1479
__________________________7/19
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS. NICE! GREAT LOCATION.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. REASONABLE INCLUDES WATER, TRASH. 217-549-5624
__________________________7/19
FALL '12-'13: 1,2, & 3 BR APTS. BUCHANAN STREET APTS. CHECK US OUT
AT BUCHANANST.COM OR
CALL 345-1266.
__________________________7/19
NOW AVAILABLE! 1 BR APTS 3 BLOCKS
FROM CAMPUS BUCHANAN STREET
APTS 345-1266
__________________________7/19
1 Bedroom Apartments. North of stadium. Spacious. $390. 345-1266
__________________________7/19
Call today for specials!! Renting 3 & 4
(available now). 1812 9th; 1205 Grant 3
BR apartment. 348-0673/ 549-4011.
www.sammyrentals.com
__________________________7/19
THREE/TWO BEDROOM HOUSES, 1210
3RD TWO BEDROOM TWO BATH
APARTMENTS 1026 EDGAR $250/
MONTH 549-4074 345-3754
__________________________7/19
Fall 2012. Very nice 2 and 3 bedroom, 2
bath apartments located right behind
McHughes. $275-$350/person.
myeiuhome.com, 217-493-7559
__________________________7/19
Fall 2012. Very nice 1,2,3,4,5,6 bedroom houses, townhouses, and apartments. All excellent locations. Some
pet friendly. $275-$350/person.
217-493-7559, www.myeiuhome.com
__________________________7/19
Apartments for fall. 1,2 & 3 Bedroom.
Closet to EIU. Furnished & Unfurnished. Locally owned and managed.
No Pets! Call 217-345-7286
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________7/19

For rent
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Check out

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR FALL
2012. GREAT LOCATIONS, REASONABLE RATES, AWESOME AMENITIES.
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APARTMENT
SHOWING 345-5022. WWW.UNIQUEPROPERTIES.NET
__________________________7/19
3 Bedroom house, 1705 11th, Furnished, 217-235-0405 or 273-2048, Garage, washer, dryer, dishwasher, clean
__________________________7/19
NEW 2 BD, VERY NICE! CLOSE TO CAMPUS 1812 10TH STREET 217-345-6100
www.jensenrentals.com
__________________________7/19
NEW 3 BD 2 BATH. NICE, CLEAN AND
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. 2009 11TH
STREET. 345-6100 www.jensenrentals.
com
__________________________7/19
3 BD, 2 BATH FURNISHED, NICE, CLEAN.
1140 EDGAR DR. 217-345-6100.
www.jbapartments.com
__________________________7/19
4 BD, 2 BATH. CLEAN, NICE AND
LARGE. 1140 EDGAR. 217-345-6100.
www.jbapartments.com
__________________________7/19
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Nose-in-the-air

1

1

Add zip to, with “up”

58

Blistex target

6

Island north of Australia

59

Expert ladder climbers?

14

11

Deserving detention, say

62

Subgenre of punk

17

14

Maritime raptors

63

Hyundai model

20

15

Farsi speaker

64

One of Israel’s 12

23

16

Suffix with glob

65

Police dept. rank

17

Boring predicaments?

66

Wear black, say

19

C.F.O.’s deg., perhaps

67

“So ___ to offend …”

20

Market researcher

21

Keep from practicing

23

Wet behind the ears

1

It’s bigger than a coupe

43

24

Defense acronym

2

Kind of danish

48

27

Nick of “Warrior”

3

Cause of many a family feud

53

28

Tulip planters, perhaps?

4

Unit in a block

31

“I got ___ in Kalamazoo”

5

Catch sight of

33

Wrestling’s Flair

6

“Get a bang out of life!” mint

34

Sci-fi sidekick, maybe

7

Perturb

35

Strong advocates of

8

Prefix with content

margarine?

9

Linear, for short

DOWN

Classified ad inits.

10

On the upturn

41

Wet behind the ears

11

Big collector of pollen

42

Sources of vitamin C

12

Burden, figuratively

43

Bring Ebert and Moore

13

Sweetie pie

together?

18

Word of denial

48

When brunch may be served

22

Get completely wet, in

49

Art school subj.

50

Poker champ Ungar

25

Donned hastily

53

“We’re on!”

26

Valhalla V.I.P.
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PUZZLE BY SHARON DELORME

28

Brooklynese pronoun

29

Final: Abbr.

30

Bump off

31

“Finally!”

32

Celebrity’s talk show

46

Certain meter reader

47

“At Last” singer James

50

Yarn purchase

51

Engine type

52

Like some stomachs and

appearance,

dialect

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
H
ELO
I
S
E

3

35

40

S
M
A
L
L

2

say
36

Goof up

37

___ avis

38

Scratch up

39

Passports, e.g., in brief

40

Sent with a

elections
54

Liqueur similar to Sambuca

56

Racket org.

57

N.F.L. snappers: Abbr.

60

Opposite of old, in Germany

61

[I’m mad!]

click
44

___ Party

45

Memory trace

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday crosswords from the last 50
years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit nytimes.com/mobilexword for
more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past puzzles, nytimes.com/
crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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C AMPUS
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Amanda Balke practices a colorguard flag routine July 13, 2011, in the
South Quad, as part of a clinic at the Smith Walbridge camp that is being
hosted at Eastern this week.

Band camp to bring
talents to Eastern
Staff Report

Numerous high school students will
be arriving at Eastern today for camps set
up by the Smith Walbridge Clinics.
The clinics run a variety of camps including marching band, marching percussion, flag and rifle, mace and signal
baton, drum major, drill design, leadership, and a camp for marching band directors.
Mark Hudson, the director of housing and dining services, said students
participating in the clinic often practice
at O’Brien Stadium. Because the stadium is currently under construction, he
said they will likely be relocated to the
intramural fields much like the Cavaliers
Drum & Bugle Corps.

He said the clinics have been coming
to Eastern for more than 10 years.
Hudson said the organization will direct five sessions and will be at Eastern
until July 27. Much of the clinic’s faculty
has been at Eastern for a while preparing
for the arrival of students, he said.
“They’re a fantastic camp,” Hudson
said. “It’s just a great organization.”
According to the clinic's website, the
organization was established in 1949 by
Merl and Margaret Smith. George Walbridge later became a partner in 1950.
The clinic was originally a baton twirling
school, and all three founders were recognized twirlers. The other camps and
workshops were added over time.
Students participating in the camp
will start their first class at 2 p.m. today.

COMPLIANCE, from page 8
Even though Eastern does not
have as many outside influences
as larger institutions, the positive
ones are still welcome because they
pump money into programs.
Still, care must be taken in monitoring inside and out, especially
with younger athletes.
“As a freshman coming in, they’re
unsure of what they need to do
and how this is going to get them
to where they need to be,” Schultz said. “When kids are younger,
they see the academic portion as a

job and the athletic portion as a fun
time. Once they become a senior,
they realize that academics is going
to help them get a job and athletics is going to help them get a job.”
At the end of a college athlete’s
career, Schultz believes that the values instilled in players will have
them prepared for whatever profession they choose.
Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.

BEST, from page 8
There is only one large flaw.
Being big, strong and fast does not
make you a great athlete.
Some of the strongest men in the
world have performed horribly on the
football field.
Many of the quickest men and
women there are have proven to be
terrible fighters.
And there’s always the one guy on
the basketball court who can do all
kinds of fancy tricks before throwing
up bricks at the basket.
So what does it all come down to?
It’s just not that simple.
There is no one factor that makes
one sport tougher to play than another. There are many.
Talent is first, athletic ability is second, mental acumen is third, endurance/toughness is fourth and attitude
(more of a factor in team sports) is
fifth.
If you can’t pitch, you can’t pitch.
If you can’t perform on a balance
beam, you can’t perform on a balance
beam.
Many people have dreams, but few
make it due to talent level. That’s the

first filter.
Athletic ability increases with
strength, conditioning and drilling.
Without it your talent will go unpolished and you will be defeated by
someone who worked harder.
Intelligence and discipline come
third. All the weapons in your physical arsenal must be coordinated. You
can’t just run out there and play like
you’re on the playground. Film study,
breakdown and further drill time reinforces that.
Endurance is simple. If you can’t
last long, you’ll soon become worthless. The same goes for playing
through injuries.
And lastly, attitude. If you think
you’re going to lose a game, you’ve already lost. Determination goes a long
way.
So which sport is superior?
Only an extremely talented and totally unbiased athlete can say, if that
even exists.
Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.

MARCUS SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Contractors pick up trash Friday around O'Brien Stadium. The old track and astro turf have been removed and the
contractors are refinishing the track and football field.

S PORTS

Sports Editor
Joshua Bryant
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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COLUMN

SOCCER

Camp combines training, recruitment
Student-athletes
will compete
to prove skills,
attract attention

Joshua Bryant

Which
athletes
are best?

By Joshua Bryant
Sports Editor

Just when the area caught a break
from a vicious heat wave with a few
drops a water and shade on Sunday,
athletic fields across campus have
been occupied with kicks, headers
and dives from more than 250 high
school athletes.
This week’s Eastern Illinois Advanced Soccer School for Boys is giving these athletes a chance to showcase their skills in front of 14 coaches
at all levels of collegiate competition.
This also gives Head Soccer Coach
Adam Howarth a glimpse at emerging talent.
“We’re trying to identify as many
players as we can,” Howarth said.
“Some of our incoming freshmen are
going to be here this week as well, so
it’ll be a good chance for them to get
their foot on the ball and meet a lot
of our counselors here who are current players.”
The recruiting process from Eastern’s perspective is an advantage due
to the current players being able to
see and report talent.
More eyes on more prospects gives
the Panthers a better talent evaluation, especially with so many kids
training.
Tactical training began at 8:45
a.m. Monday following the first
night of friendly matches.
Tactical training involves situational adjustments and all kinds
of positional play in order to gauge
their reactions and learning curve.
This will prepare them for games
each day (and lots of them, 3x3, 4x4,
and 7x7 in addition to afternoon and
evening matches).
With so many participating, the
amount of skill and endurance may
show throughout the week.
“We have different levels,” Howarth said. “Some teams are going to
be at a less advanced stage and some
are going to be a little bit more. So
obviously we’re looking at the high-

MARCUS SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Participants at the soccer camp start the week-long Eastern Illinois Advances Soccer School for Boys Sunday at
Lakeside Field with a soccer game. More than 250 high school athletes will compete and train on campus for the
camp.

est level kids at the camp, and if we’re
lucky to get a few of them that’ll be
great.”
These evaluations of more advanced talent will be based on current team needs, some of which have
been fulfilled by incoming freshmen
participating.
“It’s definitely an advantage to
have these guys,” Howarth said.
“Gives us a chance to see them play a
little bit and give them a few tips in
the last three weeks before our preseason begins.”
This gives the newcomers a feel
for what they need to do for the next

level, as well as the other campers.
As far as the coaches go, coaching and recruiting at this camp is all
rolled into one.
“We spend so much time trying to
work with getting the players to find
new concepts and ideas, and then the
recruiting is always constant,” Howarth said. “I don’t think there’s a day
that goes by when I don’t fall asleep
wondering if I could get this player
or that player.”
This week’s hectic routine of consistent coaching, recruiting and evaluating can create stress, but it’s not
all bad.

“It’s a good headache,” Howarth
said. “It’s exciting; it’s a great job; it
never stops. 24/7.”
Within the first couple of days,
if not sooner, the eye for talent will
grow due to kids emerging from the
pack and taking the spotlight.
Thursday’s playoff matches will be
huge in evaluating talent, with intensity level likely to climb with elimination becoming a new and final factor on the last day of camp.
Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.

NC AA

Compliance keeps athletes on task
Eastern keeps
up to date with
NCAA regulations
By Joshua Bryant
Sports Editor

Eric Schultz is entering into his
second year as Eastern’s director of
compliance—a job is supposed to
keep Eastern athletics clean and by
the book.
Each year stories of underhanded
money deals can be heard, vehicles
and property being given away, and
then some.
The NCAA as a governing body
tries to retain the integrity of college sports by keeping certain boosters, agents and fans with bad inten-

tions from ruining the futures of student-athletes.
“For us, at our level, we don’t have
to worry about it as much,” Schultz
said. “We don’t have the high-profile
recruits that agents and runners are
trying to get in with. Our kids develop into professionals, where those
kids come in at professional level already.”
Schultz and his staff monitor who
athletes are associating with and who
pays for what. At a school the size of
Eastern, warning signs are much easier to spot, he said.
“We know all of our kids really well,” Schultz said. “If one of our
student-athletes comes from a lowerincome area and they start driving a
Range Rover, a red flag is raised.”
Keeping track of a student-athlete’s well-being also comes into play

with the NCAA rules and standards.
“We know who they are, we know
where they’re supposed to be, and
if they’re not there, we find out,”
Schultz said. “We’re fairly lucky that
the kids that we recruit want to do
things the right way. They know
that college is number one. They’re
not looking for the first ticket to the
NBA or the NFL. They know getting
their education is important, and
they know what they need to do to
maintain that education.”
To ward off trouble from the start,
recruiting also plays a role. With talent sometimes coming with baggage,
monitoring can become more of a
task.
“If we recruit a kid that has issues in high school, we know that
those issues will probably follow
them here,” Schultz said. “There are

“We help shape
young adults
into adults, and
make sure they’re
ready to go after
college.”
Eric Schultz, director
of Compliance

kids in general that need help redirecting their energies. We help shape
young adults into adults, and make
sure they’re ready to go after college,
whether it be professional athletics
or a professional career.”
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Talented athletes at all levels will
claim that their favorite sport is superior to someone else’s.
Usually only multi-sport athletes
will claim that there are strengths and
weaknesses to each.
The bottom line of these arguments
will usually come down to the level
of athleticism required and amount
of body breakdown that occurs from
playing.
Tennis players will cite hand-eye
coordination, quickness and lateral
agility.
Soccer players will cite footwork,
judgment and endurance.
Football players will cite speed,
power and mental acumen.
The argument will not stop.
As a former football player, naturally I will say my sport is the hardest on
the basis of the required skill set(s) requiring more athleticism.
But that argument is weak, seeing
as it is the only sport I’ve played at a
high level.
The amount of time commitment
put in for my sport can be found just
as much as in others, I’m sure.
I’ve never gotten my hands on a
scouting report for a hockey game, so
I can’t say that their film study is any
tougher or not.
I’ve never been a strength coach, so
I can’t say that the training I’ve been
through is tougher than that of any
other sport (though some definitely
do require more than others).
I’ve never been a boxer or mixed
martial artist, so I can’t say that dealing with football injuries is tougher
than fighting injuries.
See where this is going?
If you don’t know, you don’t know.
Deep down I want to say that my
sport is tougher in all aspects. But if
I took that idea into a debate against
multi-sport athletes who’ve played
football and are advocating for another sport, they could make a ton of
more positive points than I could.
And I’d lose.
Its all about experience and athleticism.
Being capable of playing multiple
sports at a high level is a testament to
one’s athletic ability.
Nike’s SPARQ system (Speed, Power, Agility, Reaction and Quickness) is
one way to gauge one’s athletic ability.
In different sports (with different positions) some will undoubtedly weigh heavier in the favor of one or
more performance categories.
Well-balanced athletes (usually
multi-sport) will have a higher average overall.
And then there are freaks of nature
(LeBron James, Patrick Willis, Robert
Griffin III) who will perform high in
all categories anyway.
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